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SALVATION NOT OF WORKS. 

Of the propricty and necessity of works enjoined on 
man, considering that the design and: purpose of 
God loward man are immoveable and wili be ac- 
complished, 


Every person willgrant; ‘* that the counsel of God 


will stand, and that he will do all his pleasure ;” that 
he is in one mind and that none can ions him. 

It will be granted, that God has a mind, counsel] 
or determination respecting allmen. If that deter- 
minaticn be the felicity of some and the misery of 
oihers ; the determination being unalterable, musi 
carried into effect, for he will do ail his pleasure: 
[fit were his determination that all men should be 
miserable ; then as his counsel is immutable, the e- 
vent must take place ; for his counsel will stand. 

Ifit be his purpose, will or determination that all 
men be saved and come to the knowledge of the 
truth ; then for the above reason, (viz. God’s immu- 
tability) such an event must take place. 

The three suppositions here stated embrace all] 
the variety of which this case is capable ; for if God 
have determinations respecting his creatures, and 
these are immutable; they must respect either the 
happiness of some and misery of the rest; or they 
must respect the misery ofall, or the happiness o! 
all; for noother casecan be supposed. We have 
only to consult our reason and the scriptures to be 
established which of the three we cughtto pronounce 
as truth. 

I shall advocate the latter, viz. that God's pur- 
pose, will or determination is, that all men de saved , 
and (hatall the means connected wiih such an end 
are contained in that purpose or will which deter- 
mines the end. . 

Means ef salvation (if the phrase be a suitable onc) 
are used by none but God himselt; and those means 
are used with the purpose and design that by them 
the end should be obtained. The means used by 
man are means of iustruction, not means of salva- 
tion. 

Paul may plant by instructing the mind, and 
Apollos may water, by confirming and enforeing these 
instructions ; but God only giveth the increase, by 
making them efficacious in the reconcttiation of man. 
Man can only instruct the mind; 3° is Cod only who 
cap reach the heart. 

Now when I say that the means of salvation are 
connected with the end in the determination of God 
i mean those used both by God as a dispenser of sal. 
vation and those used by man as a dispenser of in- 
struction. In a word, thedifference between means 
of salvation used by God, amd means’ of instruction 





used by nin is, that wie instruction of man respects 
tie understanding only; but the divine teaching 
reaches the heart ; it bews the will and reconciles 
the rebel. 

The way is now prepared to shew that God has 
willed or determined (he salvation of all men, and 
ihe means necessary, in his view, to affect that end- 

Those who limit divine intention and purpose and 
would confine the salvation of God toa favored few, 
cannot produce from the bible one passage which 
sa}s or even intimates that God willeth or purposeth 
such a limitation. Could they find one passage, in 
which it was said or intimated, that God would bave 
some to be saved, and the rest to be miserable; or 
where God declares, that aur future blessedness in 
eternity, depends on conditions to be performed by 
us ; I should consider their doctrine infinitely better 
supported than tt ever has been by all their argu- 
ments which have been used, or all the Scriptures 
which they have produced. 

There is not a solitary instance in the whole bi- 
ble which says or intimates that God eyer willed, or 
designed or purposed or determined the endless mis- 
ery of any part of mankind. Inno place in Scrip- 
jure can any thing be found, which bears a resem- 
blance.te such a sentiment. That endless misery 
willever take place, without any design of Deity 
respecting such an event, [ believe noone will un- 
dertake to declare: for if a sparrow does not fall to 
the ground without our heaveuly Father, and if his 
purpose comprebends all events; then such an e- 
ventcan never take place unless it were compre- 
hended in the divine purpose. A conditional salva- 
tion is perfeetly legal ; and a partial salvation is that 
which God never purposed. 

Thus I think it to be evident, that the endless mis- 
ery cfa part of mankind was never purposed by the 
Deity ; nor was eternal life ever procured by the 
performance of conditions on our part. 

I shall now siow that God has purposed or willed 
sr determined the salvation of all mankind, and that 
the certainty of such an event is to be inferred from 
this, that God will do all his pleasure. We argue 
this, 

ist. From the volume of nature opened before us, 

2d. From the desires and hopes of all men for hap- 
piness. 

3d. From the moral law. 

4th. From the Gospel. 

5th. From the almost innumerable positive decla- 
tions of Scripture. 

ist. We argue, that God has willed the salvation 


| of all men from the volume of nature opened before as. 
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All nature proclaims the goodness of the supreme 
being. There is not an instance in all the works ot ness of times. he might gather together in one. all 
creation aud providence, which is an expression ol things in Christ.” «God was in Christ reconciling 
hatred or ill will to any creature. All islove, good- | the worldto himself,not imputing their trespasses unto 
ness and kindness. ‘* The Lord is good unto ail them.’ «It pleased the father that in him(Christ)should 
and his tender mercies are over all his works.” all fulness dwell, and (having made peace through 

2d. The desires and hopes of all men for happi- | the blood of his cross) by him to reconcile all things 
ness are in support of unlimited salvation. Men not’ to himself; all things I say, whether they be things 
only desire happiness, but they hope for it, i.e. they | in earth or things in heaven.” 
expect it. The true light which lighteth every man Those passages wflich speak of Christ’s death are a 
that cometh into the world, exciteth a hope ofsalva- continuation of the same scri: ture testimony. ** He 
tion in every man. Ii would be contrary to nature tasted death fur every man.” “He gave bimself a 
not to desire happiness, and the desire is increased | !ansom for all.” The Lord laid on him the iniqui- 
from the prospect, at least, of its bemg obtained.— | ties of us all.” 

God is the confidence of all the ends cf the ear thand Were I to begin at Moses and go through all the 
of those who are afar off upon the sea. All mankind | prophets, the time would fail me in recounting thei? 
are prisoners of hope, and all men are subjected in | abundant testimonies to this effect. 

hope. Thus I believe, if any thing can be proved from 
3d. The truth of unlimited salvation is argued from | the testimony of Scripture ; this doctrine of unlimit- 
the moral law. ed salvation is proved. 

This law requires all men to love God supremely, Having thus shown that God Las purposed the sal- 
or with all the heart. The ground of this require- ; vation of all men; we only argue the certainty of 
ment and man’s consequent obligation to love God, the event from the immutability of him whose coun- 
is this, that God loves us; that he loves allthework | s€l shall stand and who will accomplish his ; leasure: 
ofhis hand. The requirement to love God, proves Of the propriety and necessity of work s enjoined on 
that God loves us; and whenever we comply with man, considering that the divine purposes will Le car- 
that requirement, it will be, that we love him because — effect. | 
he first loved us. any absurd and even unbecoming opinions have 

Hence. I consider the law to be as real an expres- been imbibed and propagated on this head. What 
sion of God’s love to man as the gospel; and if man’s man ever did do, or all men can do, never did nor 
salvation originates in the love of God; then the will alter the divine purpose. Being infinitely wise 


law proves that love, and in an extent as wide as 22¢ good in himself, his purpose must be the best. 
, and therefore does not need to be altered ; and be 





creation. " : 
4th. This great salvation is argued from the gos- | '"S immutable his purpose never can he altered. — 
pel | Away then with all these notions, which would ex- 


The gospel is not only news, but good news; and cite us to believe, that God by our repentance and 
this not te some only, but to all people. News or prayers, is moved to be propitious. 
tidings is positive or certain ; otherwise that which All that is enjoined on man as a duty, either as it 
is termed news is a deception ; and as news or tid- respects his maker, himsel! or his fellow creatures ; 
ings always involve the idea of truth or cetainty. iy 78 not to procure the dinine favor. but to prepare him- 
will follow that news or tidings can never be condi- self to enjoy that favor, which always has existed. 
ened, By repentance, love, faith, hope, ina word, by all 
Thus the gospel is the positive or certain declara- the graces and virtues, which are ¢ njoyed ; wee nter 
tion, tidings or news of that love of God to man into the enjoyment of the gracious purposes of God, 
which the law contains. which need not to be procured, because they bave 
Thus as the gospel expresses the love of God to ctcrnally existed. . 
all people and as the love of God is eternal lift oy + The propriety and necessity of works, then, on 
salvation; it follows. that salvation in an unlimited man’s part are easy to be understood: they are to 
sense is made sure in the gospel. prepare hit for the enjoyment of that felicity. which, 
5th. From the almost innumerable, positive decla- from cternity was designed for him. Seeing this 
ration ofscripture, we argue the unlimited extent og bliss and believing it, we enter into rest. 
salvation. There is the highest pro; ricty, likewise ia work: 
“God will not always chide.” “He retaineth no. e joined, as to our individual peace and that of suci- 
his anger forever.” “ His mercy endureth forever, ety; its importance to both is unspeakable. Blessed 


seem to be expressions to our purpose. is the people, who know the joyful sound, and ren- 
“ He is not willing that any should perish, butthag der tv God according to benefits received. 
all should come to repentance.” * The long suffer- Thus, notwithstanding all which has been said in 


ine of our Lord is salvation.” ** We have seen and favor of conditions of salvation (by which salvation I 
do ‘estify that the father sent the son :o be the Sa. would be understood to mean the favor or love of 
viour of the world ” ** Ged sent his son not to con- God.) it is plain that there are none in the cace- 
deton the world. but to -ave the world.” “ He will admitting these conditions to be true; it would pr we 
have all men to be saved and come to the knowledge that God loved us because we first loved him; but 


a 








GOSPEL 
the reverse of this is the truth, we love him because | 
he first loved us. 

Thus, although the purpose of God will be accom- 

plished, yet for our felicity and that of society, ail 

the duties which are required are required with the 

highest propriety. They chould be attended as ex- 

pressions of thanksgiving, not as condi ions of favors 

to be bestowed. +“ In ever; thing give thanks. 
REMARKS. 

If, as we have proved, the purpose of God respects 
the happiness of all men, how far from truth ts that 
docirine, which limits the purpose of Ged to the sal- 
vationofa part, while it comprehends the endless mis- 
ery of the rest of mankind. On this principle, tothe 
miserable reprobate it would be immaterial whether 
God was accounted boly and © erciiul, or unholy and 
cruel. The certain accomplis!iiment of Ged’s_ pur- 





poses prove the inconsistency of conditions ; that 
while the former overthrows the scherne of Calvin; 
the latter destroys that of Arminius. 

Lastly, we learn, that to merit any favors of God, 
which are necessary for us, is a doctrine wholly in- 
compatible with truth and impossible in its nature: 
The expression, that ever Christ merited man’s sal- 
vation, isan expression which, I think, wili not bear 
a strictexamination. If le be God, it appears to be 
inconsistent to suppose that he should merit of him- 
self; If he be only the image of God the inconsisten- 
cy appears still greater. Io a word, i: to merit his 
favor were possible ; still it would be needless, for 
his favor, his love is eternal and unchangeable. It 
lias appeared very strange and singular, tiat when 
God so loved the world as to give his only begotten 
son ; that our divines should pretend and preach too, 
that the son procured this love by meriting it. The | 
coming of Christ into the world avs the effect not the 


rause of divine love. —Eniron. 
FOR THE GOSPEL ADVOCATE. 
CLERICAL IMPUDENCE, 
NO. IE. 

If the reader should raise an objection to my 
title, upon perusing it, let bim be assured that 1 
have adopted it from absolute necessity, being 
unable to find any other, suitable to the subject 
I am to discuss. 

The arrogance and assumption of that por- 
tion of the clergy of our section of the country, 
usually denominated the ‘ orthodox.” has be- 
come a subject of loud complaint, and is re ally 
a public evil deserving pointed reprehen- 
sion. By the epithet ‘ ‘orthodox,’ > TI mean 
all that class of preachers who teach the doc- 
trine of endless damnation, in all its folly ; and 
I use the term only because these people com- 
~monly apply itto themselves while exultingly 
thanking God that they are not like other men. 
This assumption, of title, on their part, [ ree: g- 
nize only for the purpose of understanding and 
being understood; and without any reference 
to the rational definition of the word. Such is 
the prevailing respect for the term religion, how- 
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| quietly suffer insult and reproach, under its 
name, which, if offered in any other form, would 
call forth its just reward. 

This respect for aterm which of all others 
should be the last one misapplied, does gieat 
credit to the pious principles of our population, 
and is a living evidence that thankfulness to the 
Creator is deeply rooted in the breast of the 
creature, But notwithsta, tng this veneration, 
the abuses that are, of late, daily practised under 
the name of religion, by the “ orthodox clergy,” 
are so oppressive in their character and opera- 
tion, that complaints and murmurs have become 
both numerous and loud. 

Under the name of religion this portion of 
“ the clergy,” with, perhaps individual excep- 
tions. assume the right to dictate in all matters 
of opinion and evenamusement. They enblush- 
ingly declare that certain opinions ate to be re- 
ceived, adopted and believed, with or without 
evidence, as the case may be ; and they impe- 
riously threaten those who refuse assent, with 
endless damnation, in the name of the Almighty! 
So of amusements, Some fanatics, in a former 
age from what motives it is now too late ever to 
know, proscribed and denounced, with anatha- 
mas and curses, a variety of innocent and harm- 
less amusements. This superstition had its or- 
igin in the days‘of monkish ignorance, but is 
now assumed as “ orthodox,” in an age when 
the public mind refuses assent to the dogma.— 
This is urged by the “ orthodox clergy” as an 
order of Heaven, and curses and unheard 
woes are castin the teeth of the offender, in 
place of proof, when he asks it. With all this 
arrogance, on their part, these men are always 
restless under opposition to their absurdities 5 
and seldom, ifever, quietly listen to the calm 
dictates of reason, when cited in the form of re- 
futation. The objector is told, atthe very 
threshold of investigation, that his opinions are 
the offspring of infidelity, and tend, in their con- 
sequences, to confirmed heresy. 

Such is the absolute impudence with which 
the human mind is treated by those who pre- 
tend to teach the Gospel; and under this cloak 
these public distarbers claim the privilege and 
even the right toinvade at their pleesure, the 
domestic circle, and there, unasked, to inveigh 
against all who have not adopted their opinions, 
This ofter has happened when the family upon 
which they have intruded was known to em- 
brace different opinions, and not uafrequently 
have cases of the kind occurred in such families 
during sickness, for the purpose of abusing che 
members of the household for thei: religious o- 
pinions ! These cases usually occur inthe ab- 
sence of the mal» members of the family, as la- 
«ies are less acquainted with Theological inves- 
tigation, and therefore less liable to subject the 
intruder to inconvenience, in the form of objec- 
tions. Thus circumstanced the offender against 
the rulesef common decency, denounces and 
condemns the lives and opinions of the husband, 





ever misapplied, that almost any citizen will 





the father, the brother or the child; and when 
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the family are in tears at his brutality, he rses 


wth lengthened face to depart, and closes his 
Visit with an assurance that endless damnation 
will be the lot ot those who do net adopt his 
favorite theory! Some remarks upon individ- 
uul instances of this species of outrage, L re- 
serve tora future number. ¥ 





FOR THE GOSPEL ADVOCATE. 


THE WAY TOGET UP A REVIVAL. 


For some years past, the good people of A-| 


merica have been subject to a species of fanati 
cism, which, when it prevails to a certain ex- 
tent, is denominated a “revival.” Whenever 
a number in a family, a neighborhood, or a 
tow. become excited by a fear of hell, or alarm- 


ed about their future state, the werd is given: 


out, that God is in that place or family, and ma- 
ny suppose such fear or alarm. the effect of the 
operations of God’s holy spirit. Jn such revi- 
vals the clergy take an active pari, and they 
unquestionably have as much todo in this work 
as either God or his spint. ‘They denominate 
these operations of fear, the mystericus work of 
the Lord, and manifest much adroitness in turn- 
ing every thing to their own advantage. These 
excitements are thought by many to be * past 
finding out,” but in realiiv every effect may be 
traced back to its cause with ail imaginable cer- 
tainty. And since this is an age of remarkable 
discoveries, I will venture an attempt to disclose 
these things, which for years, have been cozsid- 
ered beyond the reach of mortals. 

I wish the reader expressly to understand, 
that I approve of “ pure and undefiled religion,” 
and would heartily rejoice to see it reviveD 
much oftener than it is. Indeed, T should be 
happy to see it constantiy exercised by al! class- 
es of suciety, and especially by those, who name 
the name of Christ. But those commotions, 
which are considered by some reviva!s of reli- 
gion, are, In my opinion, so far removed from 
chistianity, that they deserve rather the name 
of * wars and fightings,” than religious exercis- 
es. Pure religion, and that which is undefiled 
before God and the Fatner consists in visiting 
the poor and distressed, for the purpose of alle 
viating their miseries, and not in going from 
house to hovse anong the “ popular? with a 
view to “lead captive silly women leden with 
sins,” or to frighten the “ignorant and thos 
who are out of the way” with stories about 
witchcraft, hell, hobgoblins or demons. ‘this 
opinion, which is built upon the word of God 
I declare without fear of contradiction, and ap- 
peal to anenlightened community for its confir. 
Tati on. 

In these revivals there are some things which 
have been considered mysterious, and althoug! 
the age of miracles has passed away, yet, in re- 
ality, ifany thing but fanaticism is the occasion. 
o: cught but mischief the effect of them, the 
“conversions” of modern times are as miracu- 
lous as was that of Saul of Tarsus. For after | 


the commotion is over, aud the storm has sub- 
sided, 1 venture to say, that it would be extweme- 
ily difficult to select the converted from the mul- 
‘titude, unless they are distinguisned by their 
' selfishness, love of money, or bigotry. Lut it is 
| unquestionably for the interest of the clergy to 
| make mankind believe in all the pretended mys- 
teries connected with these revivals 5 and doubt- 
less thousands are too credulous, or too much 
under chains of mental darhuess, to see through 
the farce played off upon them by their spiritual 
leaders. But men of orcinary understanding, 
when guided by sober reason, can see through 
the cloud which hides from the fanatic the love- 
liness of Jehoval’s counteaance, and discover 
the cause of each effect; and hence is qualified 
to prescrife a preventative for the wild -teliri- 
um. To make no pretensions to uncommon sa- 
gacity, or an uncommon share of reason, for 
tomy shame be it said, I have oice been un- 
der the influence of the same error which I new 
fee] desirous to expose. But TP shali venture 
with the consent of the reader to raise the cure 
tain, and look at the grand performance upon 
the stage of this wonderful woild. 

Behold, then, the world lying in wickedness, 
and each member of the great family of man 
desirous to obtain happiness. Heaven, above 
all other things, is desirable to every human be- 
ing, and [I shail be justified in saying, that a- 
mong the vast group there is not one, biessed 
with the unrestrained exercise of his mental fac- 
ulties, bat hopes and expects to obtain its joys. 
3ut in the multitude before the reader’s eye 
there are many, who, blinded by ignorance see 
with honest but mistaken Zeal for true enjoy- 
ment, in the dark and unexplored retreats of 
superstition. ‘Too wise in thcir own conceit to 
look through nature up to nature’s God,” they 
rather delight to atandon the use of sober rea-. 
son and launch their frail bark upon the ocean 
of wild conjecture. The skilful, and I ‘sill ver- 
ture to say the crafty divine, discovers at once, 
that such are the proper candidates for his favor, 
and with a sanctified face—an humble deport- 
ment, and a graceful exterior approaches his ob- 
ject, and to all human appearance kindly ofiers 
his services, as a pilot to guide them aleng the 
shores of eternity to the haven of eternal bliss. 
He is clothed from the soles of his feet even un- 
to the head in inexplicaLl» mystery, and his ob- 
ject, at ence plausible and possibly honest is a- 
vowed!y to save “ poor immortal souls”? from 
the wrath of an offended God. No one is so 
well qualified for this work as himself ;—no 
course can be pursued so safely as that which 
he marks out; no other platform can equal that 
npon which he stands. He has been taught 





the art, trade, or mystery of saving souls by the 
createst craftsmen of the age; he has been in- 
structed in the mysteries of his calling at a pop- 
ular divinity school, where hundreds have been 
before him, and are now the most approved 
workmen of the age ; he has already made such 
trials of his own skill, that he feels confident 
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that success will crown his endeavors; and to 
cap the climax he has been “ called” and “ sent”? 
by God! With these qualifications to recom- 
mend him to the tavoraLle notice of the elect, 
he svon succeeds in entering into engagements 
to direct the private, public, civil and religious 
concerns of the public. ‘The “ hire” is punctu- 
ally, and faithfully paid, in order to secure his 
services, lest a louder * call” should operate up- 
on tis necessities so powerfully as to induce him 
to go elsewhere ior employment in his sacred 
calling. Now view him stationed at the helm, 
with his eye steadily fixed upon his polar star, 
popularity. But could we discover the cogita- 
tions ot his heart, perhaps we might trace out 
words to the following import. * All sublunary 
things are subject to vicissitudes. Possibly by 
sume unprepitious accident I may be jostled 
from my piace, and leit to tug at the oar. No- 
thing will be more likely to ensure a permanent 
support than exertion. IT must be up and do- 


the means,” and since the winds and waves are 
disposed to rest in peace, an artificial storm of 
wrath must answer as a substitute. Like some 
skilful necromancer they conjure up a storm of 
their own. Like a thousand turies the “ pious” 
send forth all the ingredients of a tempest.— 
Fire, brimstone, wind and smoke, are issued 
irom the desk, until the tempest seems to rage. 
The earth appears to be on fire—the heavens to 
melt with fervent heat, and the indignation of the 
Lord to descend with the velocity of lightning 
upou the devoted heads of the multitude below. 
Now the revival begins. ‘The ladies, being 
more alive to the sensibilities of our nature, and 
I will add, more easily frightened by extraordi- 
nary appearances, are generally the first *sub- 
jects” of the “awakening.” Hence they cry 
out for protection, and now is the time for the 
craftsmen of Ephesus to display their skill.— 
The trembling candidate is told of his danger, 
and potted to the “cloud of thick darkness” 





ing, m order to show to the multitade that Tam | 
a mau approved of God.” Ina word: he must | 
convince his employers that his method of get- 

ting to heaven is the safest and best. But there | 
are difficulties which must be removed, His | 
instruc tors havetaught him that “a certain, det- | 
iniie bumber of the human family were elected | 
io salvation before the world begin, and that 
the rest of mankind God was pleased to pass by, 
and ordain to dishenor ard wrath for their sins, 
to the praise of his vindictive justice.” The 
people have been told, that this is a distinguish- 
ing article in his creed, and he must do away 
the unfavorable impression. Hence, he goes a- 
bout telling the simple,and persuading the wise 








to believe, tiat mankind are positively, not- 
withstanding all tnat has been said, free to will | 
and do as they please. But what is he to do? | 
Aus. He must save mankind. From what ?—| 
From the wrath of God!—Ah, says the one 
who has been duped by his craftiness, he is a 
good man indeed! God is tolerably anxious to 
save us, but this good priest is far more compas- | 
sienate and kind. 
the elements, for the good of souls!—He can- 
not deceive us—every word he says must be true, 
and whoever calls his goodness in question is an 
“ jnfidel.”—Thus he succeeds. 

But let us pursue the metaphor. Guides of 





He condescends to combat | sadness. 
‘and although we have considered but an indi- 


which appears ready to burst upon him, and 
tremblingly confides in the skill and strength of 
his spiritual pilot. As soon as appearances will 
justify the measure, the subject is told that the 
storm does not threaten Aim but others. He 
looks up and discovers that the winds no longer 
blow—t.e fire no ionger burns—the tempest 
ceases, and all is quiet. He is now directed to 
stand within the fold and see the farce played off 
upon others. A conformity to the wishes of his 
guide is the only condition on which his safety 
thereafter depends, and since he knows no in- 
ducement to divulge the mystery of iniquity, he 
is disposed to promote, rather than discounte- 
nance, that, which he neither understands nor 
believes. He finds an awful void in his own 
mind, and is, if possible, farther from the object 
of his wishes than he was before the adventure. 
He at last becomes satisfied that the ocean of e- 


lternal love has never been ruffled, but rather 


than expose his folly, or be called an “ infidel,” 
he goes on through life with his head bowed 
down like a bulrush and his soul depressed with 
This is the way to get up a revival, 


vidual case, yet the commotion is terrible in 
| preportion to the extent of the storm. 

But when we took candidiy upon this subject 
we are compelled to believe, that the alarms and 





this description, possessing the qualifica‘ion | jars which constitute the moving principle of 
of sounding their own praise, soon find them- | modern revivals are founded only in error, ig- 
selves in the goed and comfortable birth of pub- | porance and deception. God is the same _yes- 
lic favor. But in order to display their skill to tepday, to-day, and forever, and although fana- 
advantage, they must have a “ revival.” Noth-| tics may represent him changeable, dissatisfied, 
ing so well pleases them as a storm. They | oz implacable, yet the candid mind will discov. 
long to manifest to anadmiring we rld their devo- | er, that his “tender mercies as over all his 
edness to God, aud their skill in saving sinners. ' works,” and that in due time, he will lift upon 
But the broad ccean of eternal goodness remains ‘the world the light of his countenance, and dis- 
unruffled and calm. The refreshing zephyrs of pel from the earth the clouds of mental dark- 
unchanging love, although they refresh the soul ness, which subject mankind to uanumbered e- 
do not disturb the waters, nor breed a storm.— | yjls, E. 

Something therefore must be done, or they will | 
not be esteemed better than other men. They 
at once adopt the maxim, that “ the end justifies 


Lift up your hands and bless the Lord. 
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FROM THE UNIVERSALIST MAGAZINE. 
THE COMFORTS AND © ONSOLATIONS OF 
HELL. 

Perhaps the reader will be surprised on read- 
ing the line which heac's this article 5 aud it may 
be that the serions will be inclined to call it pro- 
fane. Indeed it is acknowledged, that the 
thoughts of another world are directly cilculat- 
ed to inspire any serious mind with an awe 
which is peculiar to the subject 5 and any thing 


which indicates a disposition to treat it with , 


careless indifference, or to indulge concerning it 
a trifling levity, must be disgusting to any one, 
who thinks on eternal things as he cught. But . 
when the most egregious errors, and doctrines 
the most palpably absurd, are shielded against 
the inspection of reason, by that solemn awe, 

which, in its legitimate use, is most salutary in 
its effects, rational piety will endeavor to pre- 
vent the profanation, by removing the veil, and 
inspecting the rubbish which has sought a sanc- 
tuary under it. ° 

It is contended by orthodoxy, that the Cre- 
ator, from all eternity, predestinated the great- 
est partof the human family to endme the 
pains of hell to alleternity. So entirely persuad- 
ed are oar christian doctors of this doctrine, and 
so essential do they consider it to the system of 
divine truth, that they look on the contrary 0- 
pinion as a most dangerous heresy, exposing 
its advocates to the divine indignation forever. 


it is true that this very conclusion shews that or- | 


thodoxy is blind 3 for if our Creator, from all : 
eternity, designed us for endless wrath, it is not! 
true that we are in danger of it because we have | 
not evidence to believe it ; nor can candid rea- 
sons’e how we can expect to escape this endless | 
state of suffering by believing that our Creator 
designed us for it. 

If we ask concerning. the justice of our being 
created to suffer the pains of hell forever, we 
are told that this is the way in which God’s jus- 
tice is to be glorified. So the injustice of an act 
is the only means of glorifying the justice of the 
author! Ifwe ask how it is possible for the 
saiits to enjoy a state of perfect felicity, if they 
know that the greatest part of the human race is 
in a state of interminable misery, and that their 
own neatest relations are among the sufferers, 
we are toid that every degree of misery in hell 
will enhance the felicity of the blessed many de- 
grees; and that parents will have their bliss ad- 
vanced by seving their chiidren writhing in tor- | 
me nt, and that children in heaven will have | 
their joys edvanced by realizing the unspeaka- | 
ble torments of their parents; and that the: 
same holds good in relation to all the dear con- 
bexions in which we realize the sympathies of 
our common nature in this life. 

It is true that it seems rather unaccountable 
why people woo believe in this doctrine, should 
give themselves so much trouble about the sal- 
vation of the heathen, or why they should ever 
feel concerned for fear their own children snould 
be found among the vessels of wrath in the e- 





ternal world ; for if these sound believers are 
sure, as they profess tu be, that the misery to be 
endured by the wretched hereefter, is to mag- 
nify the glory of God, and to increase their own 
felicity forever, it seems that they are now wil- 
ling that the glory of God should be rendered 
dim as a dying taper, and that their own eter- 
nal blessedness should be graduated on a scale 
that would scarcely rise them above the dismal 
state of their fellow creatures. 

However, passing over this absurdity, as we 
must many others, in order to get along with 
the doctrine under consideration, we come to 
ihe subject suggested in the line which heads 
this communication, by contemplataig the vast 
advantages which are to result to the glory of 
God and the felicities of the blessed, by the suf- 
ferings endured in hell. 

It 1s certainly a most wise and prudent man- 
agement to make the best of whatever condi- 
tion divine providence allots us; and if our 
c-eator has determined us for this state of end- 
less, unspeasable suffering, let us look about us 
and see if there is any considerations by which 
we can be comforted, and from which consola- 
tion can be derived. And here a field evident- 
ly opens, not only of vast extent, but one which 
abounds with rare productions! It is true our 
torments will be unspeakable ; but then we 
can truly say, that according as our day is, so 
shall our strength be. We shall be enabled to 
endure them ; and shall have the consolation of 
_ knowing that our sufferings can never surpass 
our ability to endure. We shali therefore ‘iave 
ncthing to fear. Passing on in this open field 
of contemplation, we next consider the infinite 

and glorious displays of the divine perfections, 
which, were it not for our sufferings, would lie 
in endless obscurity ; so,as to the glory of God, 
‘our sufferings have the same power, as Was eX- 
lerted in the. natural world, bv the Creator, when 
| he said—* let there be light, and there was 
light!) And here, too, is found the most lux- 
uriant growth of that heroic prid#, which none 
but great souls ever felt or enjoyed. It is the 
pride of contributing infinite supportto the 
system of godliness, by intense sufferings The 
| hero, who suffers in the cause of his country, 
would be loth to lose the enjoyment which his 
condition affords him in exchange for the ease 
and safety which fall tothe lot of the coward 
who shrinks fiom duty, and deserts his post and 
his commander. Let us here make a fair com- 
| parison. The saints in heaven will contem- 
plate the glory of divine grace, as displayed in 
their forgiveness and reception to the enjoy- 
ments of paradise 3 but they will know that 
nothing which they have done or suffered con- 
| tributes in the least to display this glory ; but 
the tormented in hell will know that the bright 
rays of divine justice owe their exhilarating lus- 
tre to the sufferings which they endure! But let 
us piss on to coatempiate the bliss enjoyed by 
our fathers and mothers, our companions and 
| children, our brothers and sisters, which owes 
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its peculiar relish to the sufferings and torments 
which we are to encure fur so noble and g'ori- 
ous a purpose. What father, mother, compan- 
ion, child, brother, or sister, would shrink from 
pain, which should be Known to be necessary 
forthe peace and enjoyment of children, com- 
panion, parents, brothers, and sisters? This 
comlort, this consoation of knowing that we 
shall contribute and that laigely, to an eternal 
weight of blessedness enjoyed by our dearest 
connexions in this life, wiil be ours forever ! 
and to this we may add one muie reflection, 
which will not be considered the least among 
our enjoyments. 1 inean the thought, that we 
shal} never, to all eternity, be in a situation to 
delight in the misery and tormentot thuse whom 
we love as we do ourselves, or Owe our ease to 
their distress and pain ! 

And now, if orthodoxy becomes vexed, as of 
course she will, at discoveiing such rich com- 
forts and consolauions falling to the lot of those 
whom she has consigned to endless torment ; 
we will ask her how she will contrive to prevent 
What she su much dislikes ? How will her doc- 
tors auswer this question ? Will they say that 
we shall not know all these consequences when 
we are in eternity £ ‘Then the fact 1s, we shall 
forget ailthey bave told us 5 tor there is nothing 
on which they have more vehemently urged 
their invented arguments. 

If the foregoing ints can,in any way, con- 
tribute to open our eyes to see the blasphemy of 
representing our heavenly Father of such a dis- 
position as induced him to create man tor end- 


however different, all promote the same end; 
and though they and their endeavors be frail 
and perishing, the work in which the Almighty 
employs them is progressive, is permanent, is 
inunortal. Here a shepherd, there a king— 
here a little child, there a sage—here a legisla- 
tor, there a conqueror-—here a deluge, there a 
conflagration, fulfils the designs of Heaven, and 
the glorious Redemption rises and rises, though 
patriarchs, and prophets, and apostles, sink, 
one after another into the dust.—Man often be- 
gins to Luild, but is unable to finish, because he 
had not counted the cost; but God “ seeth the 
end from the beginning.” 

He can never want an instrument, who has 
Heaven, earth and hell at his disposal. “ Sure- 
ly, U Lond the wrath of man shall praise thee.” 
Satan is thy chained slave, and “ ten thousand 
times ten thousand mighty angels minister unto 
thee.” How then can thy aim be defeated ? 
How can thy counsels fail ?” 





EVIL SPEAKING. 

Speaking is acting, both in philosophical strict- 
ness, and also to all moral purposes 3 for, if the 
mischief and motive of our conduct be the same, 
the means which we use make no difference.— 
And this is in effect what our Saviour declares, 
Matthew xii. 37. “ By thy words, thou shalt be 
justified, and by thy words, thou shalt be con- 
demned :” by thy words, as well, that is, as by 
thy actions ; the one shall be taken into the ac- 
count, as well as the other , for they both pos- 
sess the same property of voluntarily producing 





less torment, and the saints in heaven as pos- 
Sessing dis} ositions to enjoy felicity in conse- | 
quence of the torments endured by Kindred na- 
ture, the design of writing them will be answer- 
ed; and we shall be enabled to turn our grate- | 
ful thoughts towards Him who will not cast off. 
forever, because he delighteth in mercy. | 





From Hunter’s sacred Biography. 
DIVINE PROVIDENCE. 

“Tt isa pleasing aud instructive view of the 
divine Providence, to consider one and the 
Same great designs as carried on to maturity, in 
periods and by persons the most remote to each 
other, without communication of intelligence, 
without concurrence of exertions among them- 
selves; to behold the great God moulding, guid- 
ing, subduing the various passions, purposes, 
and private interests of men, to his own suve- 
reign will; to behold the building of God r'sing 





in beauty, advancing towards perfection, by the 
hands of feeble workmen, who comprehend not | 
the thousandth part ofthe plan which they as-: 
sist in executing, and who, instead of co-opera- 
tion, frequently seem to counteract ove another, | 
One digs bis hour in the quarry—aunother lifts 
up his axe, and strikes a stroke or two in the 
forcst--a third applies the square and compass 
to ihe stone whee his neighbor has polished.— 
But their labors, their views, their abilities, | 


good or evil. 

Slander may be distinguished into two kinds, 
malicious slander and inconsiderate slander.— 
| Malicicus slander. is the relating of either truth 
or falsehood, for the purpose of creating mis- 
chief. 

When we have an end or interest of our own 
to serve, if we attempt to compass it by false- 
hood, itis fraud ; if by a publication of the 
truth, it is not without st me additional circum- 
stance of breach of promise, betraying of confi- 
dence, or the like to be deemed criminal. 

Inconsiderate slander is a different offence, 
altheaigh the same mischief actually follows. 

The guilt here consists in the want of that re- 
gard to the consequences of our conduct, which 
a just affection for human happiness and con- 
cern for our duty would not have failed to pro- 
duce in us. And it is no answer to this crimi- 
nation to say, that we entertain no evil design. 





A Bigot cannot love God.—If any man say, 
[ love God—and even say it with the utmost 
confidence—and hateth his brother, (though he 
‘think diametrically opposite, belong toa differ- 
ent society, or to none) which he will do more 
or less, if he do not love him—he is a liar—he 
affirms what is false, althongh, perhaps, he may 
not know it to be so: for he that loveth not his 
brother, whom he hath seen—who is daily pre- 
sented to his senses tu raise his esteem, or move 
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his kindness or compassion towards him—how | tle animal remarkable for its love to mankind, 


can he love God whom he hath not seen—And 


| : ome 
ihe threw it from his hand with some indigna- 


this commandment have we from bim—both | tion, and wasrising up to kill it, when he saw a 


from God and Christ, that he wlio loveth God, 
love his brother also. ‘That is, every one, what- 
ever his opinions or modes of worship may be, 
purely because he is the child, and bears the im- 
age of God. Bigotry is properly the want of 
this pure and universal love. A bigot only 
loves those who embrace his opinions, and he 
loves them for that, not for Christ’s sake. 





“ The One Way.”—There is but one way in 
which a man can pass thro’ this life with peace 
and comfort, and look forward without dismay 
to the life which isto come, and that war is 
simply this—sincerely and constantly to aim to 
do what is right. While this is the governing 
principle of all our actions, we need fear no e- 
vent, nor be troubled at whatever may take 
place ; for we can receive no injury, but all 
things will work together for our good.— Phila. 
Reformer. 

A heathen could say, when a bird (frightened 
by a hawk) flew into his bosom for refuge, “ I 
will not kill thee, nor betray thee to thy enemy, 
seeing thou flyest to me for sanctuary.” Much 
less will God either slay or give up the soul that 
takes sanctuary in his name.—Gurnat. 





The way to confess.—A man confessing his 
sins to a priest, among other sins of which he 
accused himself, said, that a few years before, 
he had beaten his wife. ‘The father confessor 
asked him the reason why. He answered that 
it was because he hada short memory—he could 
never remember the sins he had committed, but 
whenever he beat his wife,she reproached him 
avith all the ill be had ever done in his life, by 
which he was able to make a general confession 
with very little trouble, and for ten pence more 
obtain a perfect absolution. 





A Frenchman who had been for several years 
confined in the fleet street prison for debt, found 
himself so much at howe within its walls, and 
was witha so inoffensive, that the jailer occa- 
sionally permitted him to recreate himself by 
spending his evenings abroad without any ap- 
prehension of the forfeiture of the verbal engage- 
ment. His little earnings as a jack-of-all-trades, 
enabled him to form several pot connexions ; 
and these led him by degrees to be less punctual 
in his return at the appointed hour of nine.— 
“Pil tell vou what Monuseer,” at length said 
the jailer ‘to him, “ vyotarea good tellow, but ! 
fear you have lately got into bad company 3 so 
T tell you once for all, that if you don’t keep 
better hours, I shall be under the necessity of 
locking you out altogether.” 

The Lizard.—A_ gentleman, who was one 
dav slumbering in an arbor, was on a sudden 
awakened by the gentle biting of a lizard, a lit- 





huge venomous serpent sliding towards him on 
the other side, which he soon destroyed 5 re- 
flecting afterwards with gratitude upon his 
friend that saved him, and with anger against 
himself, that he had shown so little sense of a 
good office. 

A Welch Reader.—A Welciiman reading 
the chapter of the genealogy, where it is said, 
Abraham begat Isaac, and Isaac begat Jacob, 
ere he came to the midst, he found the names 
so difficult, that he broke off in these words, 
“ and so they begat one another till thcy came 
to the end of the chapter.” 
= —— 
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FROM THE UNIVERS \LIST MAGAZINE. 
THE ORPHAN. 
Hear the wild wind that o’er the mountain sweeps. 
And see the clouds descend in sheets of snow, 
Amid the wailings of the storm she weeps, 
An Orphan weeps, and tells her tale of woe. 


No home has she to rest her weary head, 
And no fond parents to embrace their child; 
But father, mother, ev’ry friend is dead— 

O death, at this stern moment thou wert mild. 


She with extended arms, implores defence, 
While tears are streaming from her aching eyes : 
O! God, she cries, in pity take me hence, 

O take me to thysclf above the skies. 


When lo! a form, as bright as heaven on high, 
Descended, and in robes of light array’d, 

It caught the breeze that wafted up a sigh, 
And spread its wings a shelier for the maid. 


This form was Pity, sent from God to bear 
The spirit of the hapless orphan home ; 

No cruel fate shall now thy bosom tear, 

No piercing blast shall waft the orphan’s moar 


But now anangel, near the throne of God, 
Thy voice is heard in melody with saints ; 
No more thy soul shall feel afflictions rod, 
No more in raging storms thy spirit faints. 
r. R. B. 


pr 
Dien.—At Williamsville, on Monday last, Hiram 
Hickman, aged about seven vears. 
Pet nota mother mourn,—he’s gone to rest, 
fa Jesus? arms his spirtt blest, 
Nor earths vain troubles shall intrude above, 
For heaven is peace, and God himself is love. 
Communicated. 
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